THE  LETTERS   OF   KING   HENRY  VIII

refused to meet his uncle without the consent of Francis. The
following extract voices Henry's righteous indignation at such
treatment from his own nephew.1

xn.To THE SCOTTISH AMBASSADORS

[Feb. 6, 1542.]

... To the iiijth article, wherein our said nephew showeth
that he will yet make further labour to the French king for
his consent to such a meeting, and if he cannot obtain that, he
will, if it please us, labour at the least for a meeting between us,
the French king, and him, and there to treat a perpetual league
betwixt us three : and also offereth, if it so like us, to take labours
in the causes and controversies between us and the said French
king, not doubting but in things honest and reasonable, the same
king will use his counsel; desiring us finally to continue in hearty
love towards him till such a meeting may be had, with assurance
that he will in that time do the semblable: we answer touching
his further labour for any such meeting between him and us,
THAT IN SO DOING WE WOULD BE LOATH TO PUT
HIM TO SO GREAT  PAINS,  SEEING  HE CANNOT
WITHOUT LEAVE OF OTHERS DO IT; FOR SURELY
WHEN WE MADE ANSWER TO BELLENDEN OF OUR
TOWARDNESS  CONCERNING  THE  MEETING,  WE
THOUGHT VERILY THAT HE NEITHER NEEDED
NOR WOULD HAVE ASKED ADVICE OF ANY OTHER
PRINCE TO HAVE MET WITH SUCH AN UNCLE AS
SINCE HIS TENDER AGE HATH SHOWED HIMSELF
SO CAREFUL OVER HIM AS FEW IN CHRISTENDOM
HATH SHOWED THE LIKE.    AND AS TOUCHING
THE MEETING BETWEEN US THREE, I HEAR NOTH-
ING OF IT FROM OUR GOOD BROTHER OF FRANCE,
WITHOUT WHOM WE PERCEIVE YOU  WILL DO
NOTHING; FROM WHOM IF ANY THING COME TO
US IN THAT BEHALF WE DOUBT NOT TO MAKE

1 Though it is also to be noted that in the final draft of the letter, as
actually sent, the expression is briefer and more moderate, if less distinctive
and vigorous. See S.P. V, p. 201,